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TRANSCRIPT OF TAPED INTERVIEW KIOMARIE CRUZ
CONDUCTED BY DETECTIVE WELLS
CASE NUMBER 08-069208
August 12, 2008

My name is Detective Wells with the Orange County Sheriff's Office. The date s
Jan... ah, Judy 19™, 2008, the time is 2153 hours. Fm sitting in front of the Hidden
Olake Elementary School at 8051 Suburban Diive, Orlando, Florida. And in the car
with me is Kiomarie and | probably $aid her name wrong, but it's K-1-3-M-A-R-I-E,
midadle initial J., Torres Cruz with a Z, white female, 7/24/86. She presented her
Florida L.D., driver's license of Tango 626510867640, This is in reference 1o ab,
Caylee Ainderson missing juvenile case nurnber, (E069208.

Kio is what they call you right Kio?

o

Yealt.
Kio?
Yeah
| butchered your name didn1 17
Yeah you did 1's okay..
You see 1 have a lape recorcer?
Uh-huh  [Affirmalive)
Al | have your parmission (o have the tape recorder on racording. .
Yes sir.
.. aur conversation?

Yes you do

1
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Have | promised you, threatened you or coarcad youn any way in order for you
i sit herg and talk 1o me on tape?

Mo you have nol | came wilfingly.

Alnght. At anyhime while we're talking you don'l want to answer 8 gueshon i you
want 10 gl oul the door's aren't Incked You're more then welcome just [ say.
I'm done Mank you and you <an leave okay™®

Ohay.

I'm not keeping you here 1 do apprecigle your Conperation though. AR whoo
where do | slart? | received @ phong call from you about &30, where you
introduced yoursell and you gave ma a lithhe history about how yous know Casey
Uh-huh  (AFirmabve}

You wanl Lo go through that tstary agaen for me'?

LUrn, | met Casey when wa moved hera whan lwas going @ tha 5" grade, So.
it s been a coupla yaars ago. ['m curently right now I'm 21 turping 22 Um. 1
gradualed class of 2004 from Calorial High School. And we wede both going to
Liberly Middie School at the time and | had first met Jessica Kelly. who we.. |
haven'l seen her for years. And through Jessica Kelty | met Casey and we preily
much became all really good friends We hecame the unstoppable trio. Um.
then Jessica showed us this hiding spol pehind Hidden Caks Elemantary School.
and back in the gay there was no fences put up here. therg was Just ah, like a

dirt hill and you can go back there with your bieycles and there's two diffarant

-spats back there where we used to hangoul at.  And we pretty much hung o

ihere most of oul ime  We used to bring biankels and picnic baskels and just
steal food from our houses and Bring iL out there and just snack on food for hours
uniil the bghis came on when we had 10 go home. Um. prefty much just get away
2
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fror our parents, which used to drive us up the wall aspacially in middle schoof.

And then we siapped going there once freshman year hit.

Was this, would you say thal this was a favonte place for you guys to come just
kind of hang oui?

i was. it ieally was everyday prefty much.  Um. there were some days where
she had track meets with Jessica and I'd come oul here by myself. And her
baskelball games with Jessica and it would usually ba just me and Casey thal
wiiuld come back out here ard we just talk for hours and hours

£3d you krow um, so yall. when y all first met you were in middie school?
Yes.

And did vou go ta high schaol logether?

We did we went 1o Colonial High School agether.

Did v'all graduate the same year?

Yes we did 2004

Do you. do you recall when or if Casey, does Casey have 2 child?

She does.

Wihat dio you kngw

She has a baby girl.

...aboul thal.

Um, | know that happened afler we graduated Um, | actuatly had met her
again.. | lost contacl with her after 2004 and then | staned working al Uneversal
2iudios. And ihan | ran inlo her in the park and .

Did she work at Universal Studios?

She did.

Did y'all work together in the same arca’

3
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m, we did at one point sha werkad for Kodak 1 actually worked for atiraclions
and entertainment. And we met up at a Halloween Hosror Might parly and then )
met her agam in ihe park one tme. And then ever 5|ncé then | haven' really
caen Fer like full tme there | know she dropped down seasonally aftar sha had
the baby | know that.
Okay. What... did you talk to higr, youwers jelling. you shared with me on our
long walk back
Uh-twh. {Affirmative)
Ah, through thal fenced srea.
Yep
Aboul um, you weren't able 1o have any childran 1§ 1hat correct?
Yes. Um..
And.
I been told aboul the dactor, the doctor told us years agoe | gone to 9o get an
exam and the doctor said unfortunalely because of my conditon. That | was
suppose 1o not have children. 8o, when Casey faund out she was pregnant |
asked her whal are yeu gonna do aboul it? And che's like, well I really want 1o
give il up for adoption. And s | figure you know it's a good idea "cause | can't
have tads and | know Casey's a cute girl and you know W's a baby you knga and
it's perfect and | had meney at the time and | was doing pretly good. So, | said if
you are gang to give i up for adoplion then you know I'm strongly cansidaring
adophng the baby fram you  3he sad that's a gocd idea  But then she called
me back saying that her orn pretly much has 10ld hed {hal o she needs 1o keep
thiz Baby and that she's nol giving it up for adoption. Even though sha raally ord
nol want 1o have the baby.
4
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Do you know who the baby's daddy was or 157
Lhm, Tkncwe | met him af one paint But | don't know whal his name was or
nglhing. Which iz really. really sad.

Yeah.

Umn. | know when we were kids i wazn allowed in the house when her mgm was
home that was the rule. | wasn'l allowed in the house. but when her dad was
home fie was cool with me there.  Um, Casey had 1old me one lime that
becausa | was Spanish that | wasn't allowed inthe house.

When was the last time you actually saw Casey?

It would've been two oF three months ago, so it either would've bean in Aprit

I'm trying Lo think It was right after | got lerminated from Universal 3o it wo uid ve

beeaa aboud Aptil, md April.

Where did you saa her?

Al Wal-Mart the Supar Cenler Wal-Mar! en Goldanrod and . oh gees Lee Visla
Yeal.

I5 that Foffner?

She have anybody wilh her?

MNo. sha was by hersell walking around

She dutn t have her daughter with her?

Nope she had nothing she just had her purse and she was walking around.
Did y "allalk ah..

Oh yeah it was lIke hey Casey. She's hke hey and then we sal there and we
talked. | was like how's the baby? She's hke doing good and | asked her if she

was warking. She said she was working fulltime 21 Unaversal again

Uh-hub  (Affirmabive]

5
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WWhich | found kind of sirange ‘cause | hadn't $éen her she had told me she was

workmng al Mumimy at the time.

Un-huoh. (Affumahive)

Which when | was lermmated 1was working at the Mummy.

Okay

And every time | went down to 1he gift shop | would never see her

Right

So, | mean | found that kind of strange, but | frigured you know 's Caseay I'nngt
gonna you know be mean 1o her whatever. So. she had asked me where | was
worling. |was like oh I'm still werking in Atiractions and then | jusi gol termed
abma a week ago for a huge issue

Unh-tuh. [(Affrmative)

And she was like oh wow thal sucks you know.  So, | gave her my phona
number and | was hay if you aver need anything feel free 1o calf me. Um I hope
averything's good with the baby and | guess 11l see you later and that was i;
And then she called me on July 9", which would've been Wednesday.

And I'm gonna ge! my phone out ‘cause I'm ternble with dates. Hut how do you
know. how da you know whal day? Why does thal day ..

Um. it's actually | have Thursdays and Fridays off for my job. And it wiould ve
been on a Wednesday thal she had ¢alled me.

And July 9" is on a Wednesday?

Yes. aAnd | would have been just gelling home relaxing, getting changed,
hanging out with my litle puppy dogs and the phone ran And it was a number
that | didr't know because | have Casey's nuinber.

Un-huh  {Afirmative}

G
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Witngh Tk give you. Gel my phehe

Ch you ol one of those cool phones.
Orooh not really cool | hate this phone.
{h | see. |

See. Casey.

So. when her number shows up her name shows up?

Her name shows up.
And the number you have for Casey is. .
it's 407 ..
Uh-huh, [Affirmative)
B9
Uh-huh (Affirmative)
. B286.
{Qkay. so when her name pops up .
Yeah
. . when she calls
That's the number she had given me a1 Wal-Mart
Okay. So. on the, on July 9.
Uh-huh  {Affirmative)
Her name didn't pop up?
MNope. A differant .

A diffarent number did.

Yep and | thaught it was one of My guests because | work for a comparny called

Amencan Holidays.

Uh-huh. (Affirmative)

7
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And usually we have VIP guast or guest 1hat [have & raally good relatronship
with that | knew | have issues with children of something.

Lh-huh. (Afirmative)

I gwa e my paisonal cell phane number thal way they can callme. 5o, | figure
it was one of my guests calling me. And it was a 407 number because usudlly |
won't answer phona numbers from um, like a 1863 ar whatever

Right

il's usually the other 407 or 321. And | know il was a 407 number thal did call
me. and so | was like. helle this is Kio um, how can | halp you? And she was
Wke, Kio it's Casey. I'm lika, hey what's going on gicl? And she had $3i¢ um. hey
I'm i & bing um, and ! know you always said | can count an you. Butcanl
borrow some money?  And | said well how much do you need? And she's like a
hundred and fifty. twa hundred® And | said. yous know what. sure um. jusl give
me a call bazk when you have direclions to ged 1o your pace | came by and drop
i off to you  And she said sure [l call you back later. And then in the
background during the conversation | resnamber hearing tha litile one geing.
mommy. memmy, mommy. And she's.. 1 remember | Ihink she said something
about the TV and Casey had said lo her, she’s ike honey I'm on the phang right
NOW.

And

And..

| want ta stop right thare for just a minuls.

Yeah.

You're heanng..

Thal would'va haah .

4
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You're hearing this voice, you're heanng a voite ather then Casey's?
Yeah |
And it's a small chuld.
Lih-huh  {Affiornahiva)
And did it aclwally 5ay MOoMMy, MeMMy, mommy?
Yeah.
Okay Do you . would you recognize ah, Cayles's voica?
I've. . I've only met her maybe once of twice and .
So...
it sounded %nd of like her | know | mel her once when she was really liny.
Right.
And then | met her agan probably about | gan know maybe .
And that's winy | was asking you .
awhile age
. the g, lot of kids sound. sound alike.
Yeah.
Bl this voice was saying mommy .
It was definitely ...
..MMMy . Memy.
S3yiNg Mommy. MMMy . Moy,
And you're sure. .
And i was a iittie girl |t was 8 little girl saying il
Okay.
And there was carkaons i 1he background and she said, haney | can't 18k right

now |'m an the phong

&
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Ih-hah. [Affirmalive)

And she. . that was il that's the lasl time | ever heard her.

Ckay. 1s that the last time Casey called you™

Yas 5ir.

Um. what ar how was i that you came aboul calling me tonight?

Ckay. ) came o wisit my father. who's in town from California.

Ceay.

Who's actually the person who did call me, but Fll get to 1hat later. Uy my freend
Bailey fives right down the street and | went to go see himn and visil him whila my
dad was 1n the shower. (lnaudible)..

Down the street from. .

Um. my dad s house he ives at 4350 Hopespring Dnyve, And Bailay lives.,
What's his nama?

My dad's namea?

Uh-huh  (Aflirmative)

Is Raphas! Torres.

Okay Golcha

Uh-huh. [Affirmalive)

Alnight.

And then um, Bailey hves.. oh gees. 1it's right next to the mailbox. It's the pink
howse is 1 guess you could Say.

Same street Hopespring Drive?

same street, it's about maybe two or three houses away from Casey’'s house

Ohay

ik
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And he owns his own carped cleanng sevices and | igured I'd stop Dy to say hi
1a hurn ‘cause | ve known him for years. And | love his. his wile and him they'ra
jus! beaulful people. And I'dgone in thare and we were talking about life and
everyiing. And he had asked me. do you remember Cazey? And | sad yean |
talked t0 her a few weeks aga. And we started talking abou! the issue ha goas,
well if you know about 5tuff you need 1o call s0m ebody let somebody know. And
1 was ke, well | was jusl (Inaudible}. . you know  You know [ figure what the
heck whatever. And he was like, no dor't kalk to her "cause she's, she's has.
she's having issues and she'll start a fight  Lim, you need to 1alk a detective. you
need 1o talk ta an inveshgator.  And he had mentioned that Brian um, had sean a
delective aboul 2 shovel or semething | don't know whatever.

Did he tell you anylhing aboui the shovel or.

All | know about the shovel was that he said that the shove! belonged 10 him that

Casey bomowed il

Ckay.

That's all | know .

Okay.

Other thert that the thal's pretty much that's where it was left and | was like. okay
well | guess she borrowed a shavel.

Right

you know  So, d kind of made me laugh a little bit and then um_ he contacied
Brian and Brian in tum gave him the phene number and the name your came

Raght

And then | got the phone number and stul infarmation from hrm and 1hen | called

you. IW's a big tree basically.

11
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Yeah When you heard about the shovel.

Uh-huh. {Affirmatve)}

Wihat did you think in your mind? Did you thenk something might ve happened
where we... |5 that what brought us out hara fo this favorile .

it did.

. 5pot

It did ‘causs things started o chick in my head and all | could think abuui was
shovel .

Tell me what Ihose things were that were clicking in your head ihat made yaur pui
shovel and 1hs secluded area back here together.

Lhim. weil Tirst of all there's tone and tons of shading Mot a lot of people know
about Ihis spot unless you're & teenager or a kid

Faghi.

And most of the kids dor't come down here now because I guess they have the
fences and | didn't know about 1hal. But back i the day this was 3 hot spal.
Okay.

This is where teenagers or older then us would come oW here and back aver
lhere wn. which is across the streal from Hidden {Qaks. They used lo come
back ihere and do you knaw manmy and daddy things as we used o call ‘em.
And we used 10 come back here and have pienics and..

Uh-tuh. (Aflirmative)

...we were prefly much the anly ones lhat new aboul it for years. And iU's only &
spat that | guess maybe me and her and Jessita knew sbout and thal was

U, thes next question. B you don't know the answar plaase .

Alngh.

12
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don't answer il or if you don't feel answering il | mean .. don't answer it.

Yeah.

Um §dont know Casey.

Yeah

| know | talked 1o her for several hours  Um. you've known NEd, you greéw up
wilh her  In your cpinion of the persan thal you know Casey, have you ever sean
a ah, the Casey | talked 1o vary nica, vary inteligent, well spoken sincerely thinks
that she gave her child to a baby sitter or 10 the baby sitter  Did you aver know
this baby sitier 1hat she talked aboul? This Zenaida person do you know &
Zenaida?

The anly.. 1 think 1 read somewhere on the nevs that i was like 125t name was
Gonzales

RHight.

The enly Gonzales lady that | know that is Hispanic lives nght down the street
from us and she doese't baby sil children.

Right.

She has her own kids 1o 1ake cara of.

"What's... do...

U, oh God {Inaudible) .

And that's on Hopespring too?

¥eah iv's on Hopesprmg also. W's um. Yvelte Gonzales | think her... | know we
call her mama Yvette She was one of our van moms and she lives nght on the
curve. | can actually 1ake you 1o the housa if you'd like,

| have her address.

Yeah

13
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Has. has Casey ever 1old you anylhing about child care, who takes care of
Caylea?

Um. oh gees el me think..

When she was working wha was takeng care of Gaylee?

Mom, grandpa.

Mom and grandpa  Has Casay ever lied 1o you that you know of?

Um, once yeah when she told me she was working at 1he Kodak um, which was
at the Mummy which made no sense to me.

Right.

Because Kodak's been gone from Universal for | want to say. when | was
warking in tha Hulk.. which was years ago. And we got color vision and Kodak
was nowhere 10 be found m the park anymore.

Okay |

And | was working al the Mummy which she said she was waorking there. which 15

not true

le there a side of Casey thal you've ever seen. The Cazey | know 1s a nice girl.
Uh-huh. {(affrmative)

Is there a tifferent side of Gasey (hal 1 don't know 1hai you've ever seen?

The only hme 've ever..

(:an she be mean? Can she ah, you think she...

If she drinks..

CHsay.

If she drinks she dees have her mameants.

That..

14
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Ui, I xnow | can't really say she s, bul | have a very slrang ferting she s be-

polar

Rught.

U, she has called me before back in the day | remember after she had the baby
when were actually talking a 1ot

Lh-huh  [AHirmative)

She would calt um. ask me a couple questions end then catl back the next day
and I'd have the answer 1o the guestions  §he's ke, [ never asked you ihat Sao,
1 was kind of like one of those ings ke, she would ask me something let's say
on Monday.

Righi.

And then I'd call her back on Wedresday to 121 her now the answers and she'd
be like, we never latked cn Monday. |

Do you think she was sincere when she said yall never talked? | maanwasg il
did it sound real?

Yeah.

She wasn'l Irying jusi to rip you up™

\Which 1s whal drives me insane because Casey was never like this when we
were in high school or middle school. She was perfactly Ine and il was after she
had the baby's when the issue started | maan the boyfriends, | doryl want fo get
started on thal. | cannot keep.. | cannol keep rack of who she was dating and
whip sha was wilh

Ckay.

1%
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Urm. 1 know what she would do in spite of her mother because her mother did |
don't know how you Say it but um, push her really. really hard. Like 1o dohe
right thirgs.

Right. She had a ot of...

Te ke pefaect .

. hrgh expeciations.

. all Amencan gl Yeah and she 1n spite of her mother because her mother she
worst admil it bul my mother wall tell you this. Most of tha people that live thera
Uh-huh  [AfHinmatwe)}

Wil iell you this. Her mother does not like Hispanic people. And most of the
guys shia was with,
Ub-buh.  [Affirmative)

_were sithar Hispanic or of a differen! race.

Do ah thd Casey mention any of hey boyiriends names back when you Saw her
at the Wal-Marl?

Mo. | didn't ask her.

¥all hdn't talk aboul boys al alf?

Nah she'd ask me. she ask me about my ring ‘cause I'm engaged and i said, oh

I'm engaged to Mick and. .

Right

. Imat was preity much it | didn'l ask her aboutf she was {Inaudible). .. guys
‘CAUSE you know

Cikay
| gidn't Wink that she would be with semebody  Fmean she had a kid for erying

out laud
16
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Okay

Burt | don't krow

Um, 15 there anylhing that you thirk is important inat might help us figure cul
what happened to Caylee? That | haveni asked you cause |'m old and forget
lhings and. | mean if Ihere's something you 1hmk thal's burning in your mind that
you want to tell me 1hal | hevent asked you pleasa. please, please lell me

Let me think. Cth gaes .

| do have. | would like and you dont have.. you can tell me jorgetil.

Yh-huah. {Affrrmative}

You don have 1o cooperate ke | told you on 1ape here. 1 appreciate your help
anything you can do 13 help us s graal. &h, I'would like o maybe try io get an
termized T. you have a T Mobile?

Yeah we have T Mobile  Um. .

Billing ah. &t [east for July

Yeah

To see f we can track down that number that Lasey called you from.

Ckay

S, we can put her with ah. maybe somebody alse's pell phona. somebady else’s
apartrment.

Yeah.

And try to work back  Wihat were 1rying 10 do is, | mean she told us ah. that
Caylee was dropped off way, way, way back you know it's been & monih | Think.
So. il you actually naybe heard har voice July g™ that's important

Yeah.

I's encouraging and iU's important 59 ...

17
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A I mean and the only thing that [ have congern is that | know the whole adophon

thing, that's my only thing is that | know she would be stupid enough to give up
her child for adophion and not tell anybody. Q1 fusl give her child 10 someone 1l
i got to the point that her maother drove her up the wall sa bad. And hke I said
she has issues, she does.
Right.
| don't know if che's ever seek medical attention 1 know at one point um, (he {irst
lire that ) saw her back al Universal like years ago  Um. | iold her she needed
to gel heip.

Q Right.

A And 1don’t know if she ever did ar not

Q Okay. Well | appreciale rnee'ling with you. Raise your fight hand for me. You
swear everything you told me today is the truth?
Yes si.
Altight you can pul your hand down  And well conclude this interview at 2212

hiours.

THIS TRANSCRIFT HAS BEEN REVIEWED FOR ACCURALY
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